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TASK 6 — READING

Look at the website below which gives advice about Transportation and Distribution in International Trade.

Innovation Support
Industrial Advice for Businesses Large and Small

Home > Business > Importing and Exporting > Transporting Goods

Advice on transporting goods internationally by road, sea, air and rail. Information on imports, exports,
customs, regulations and freight management.

Click on the links below for detailed information on each topic.

A Assessing your Transport Needs F Warehousing

B International Road Transport G Documentation

C International Transport by Sea H Using a Freight Forwarding Service
D International Rail Transport I Transportation of Specialist Goods
E International Air Transport J Taxes

Read these extracts from the website. Which links on the website (A-J) would contain this
information?
1.

Although extensive networks allow for speedy delivery, there may be delays as a result of breakdowns and
congestion. There may also be extra toll charges, and there is more risk of damage to goods while in transit.

2.

In some cases it is necessary to comply with industry regulations. For livestock, please refer to the
Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) website. If transporting dangerous goods, see
the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) website for compliance procedures.

3.

Two options are available: private and public. Individual traders tend to use the private option, where the
proprietor will take some responsibility for the items. Public facilities do not accept responsibility for stored
goods. Note that meat may not be stored in either type of facility.

4.

Before deciding which mode of transport you wish to use, ask yourself how quickly the goods need to arrive,
how much you can afford to spend, where your goods need to go and what the infrastructure is like in that
location.

5.

If you would prefer not to manage the logistics yourself, you can engage another company to do so. These
tend to have detailed knowledge of the relevant rules and regulations, and can save you time and money by
consolidating your shipments with those of other companies.
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6.

This is the fastest way of delivering goods over long distances. Fragile and valuable items can be
transported with security and low risk of damage. However, it is more costly, and there is always the risk of
cancellation and delay.

7.

Generally costs are lower using this method, and it has the added advantage that containers can be easily
transferred to road or rail. However, the routes and timetables are usually inflexible, and there will be extra
port duties and taxes.

8.

Although this method is fast and environmentally friendly, the density of the network will vary, and in most
cases, an additional method of transportation will be required between the depot and the final destination.
Services may also be disrupted due to industrial action or engineering works.

9.

All shipments require a Standard Shipping Note as this helps port authorities to process your consignments.
Dangerous goods should carry a dangerous goods declaration. If using a freight forwarder, you will also need
to complete an Export Cargo Shipping Instruction.

10. Tariffs may need to be paid when transporting goods internationally, although you should consult your
local Inland Revenue office to find out if you are eligible for some form of relief.
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