6™ Latgale Open English
Language Olympiad
Preili, 11.12.2015.

Code

TASK 1-LISTENING

THE BANYAN TREE

Read the following sentences carefully and listen to the poem.
Put a tick (V) to show if the sentences are True or False.

Nr True | False
1. | The banyan tree has neat and tidy branches
and leaves.
2. | The tree stands next to water.
3. | The tree does not remember all the birds
that have made nests in its branches.
4. | The child used to sit and look at the banyan
tree.
5. | The women filled their jars with shadows.
6. | The banyan tree was asleep when the
women came to fill their jars.
7. | The author compares the sunlight on the
water to the making of fabric.
8. | The ducks swam close to the shore of the
pond.
9. | The child wanted to be different elements
of nature mentioned in the poem.
Teachers: Signatures:
1.
2.
3.
Max — 9 points Score —




The Banyan Tree

by Rabindranath Tagore

from The Crescent Moon

O you shaggy-headed banyan tree standing on the bank of the pond, have you forgotten
the little child, like the birds that have nested in your branches and left you?

Do you not remember how he sat at the window and wondered at the tangle of your roots
that plunged underground?

The women would come to fill their jars in the pond, and your huge black shadow would
wriggle on the water like sleep struggling to wake up.

Sunlight danced on the ripples like restless tiny shuttles weaving golden tapestry.
Two ducks swam by the weedy margin above their shadows, and the child would sit still
and think.

He longed to be the wind and blow through your rustling branches, to be your shadow and
lengthen with the day on the water, to be a bird and perch on your top-most twig, and to
float like those ducks among the weeds and shadows.



