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& &uglmtn Ada King, Countess of Ada Lovelace

~ Laovelace (10 December 1815, London -
e _,.E? November 1852, Marylebone, London),
born Augusta Ada Byron, was the only
legitimate child of Lord Byron, She is

ﬂﬁly known in modern times simply as
da Lovelace.

he is mainly known for having writlen a
ription of Charles Babbage's early
ianical g&nEral-pm]:-ur.:., computer, the
/i i:fnl e:ggme. She is ludu}f appreciated
e "first programmer” since she was
rograms—that is. manipulating

) _-hdmrdmg 1o rules—for a machine
3abl hage had not yet built. She also

w the capability of computers to go i T
d Lnem calculating or number- i
ing{whﬂe others, mlﬂudmL Babbage Iyied Movember 27, 1852 (aged 36)
i, llf_fﬁcﬁﬁtd only on these capabilities. Mirylebone, London
} Nationality == English
Fields Mathematics, compuling
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jnal links

ron, ﬁ:ﬂd munj.t of ﬂmse wlm knew B:.rmn expected that the baby w-.mld be "the
d there was some disappointment at the contrary news.|? She was named after
m:. augusta Leigh, and was called "Ada" by Byron himself. [4]

On 16 January 1816, Annabella, at Byron's behest, left for her
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18 prerental rights, In 21 Aprel, Bypon sigged the Deed ol
Separation, although very Jl..'[LiL'liill[l'lr'.!l.bl'ibp Ié{}i ’.1:'1_,45'!_511 Hor gaod
a tew diys lnter. o ANORO001/1 DR 2.2 /ORTPTAVIA AU

Lovelnce was often i11; this dated from her corly childhoaod. At
eight she experienced headaches that pbscured her vision 17l
Laterin 1824, Byron died, but he did not have a relationship
with his daughter, as her mother wis the only significani
parenial gure in her life 5] In June 1829, she was patalyzed
after a bout of the measles. She was subjected 1o continuous bed
rest for nearly a year, which may have extended her period ol
disability, By 1831 she was able to walk with crutches.

Mhroughout her ilinesses, Lovelace continued her education.! d
From 1832 when shie was sevenieen, her remirkable

: el 5
mathematical ablimes began o unu:ll;.::.! '

Adn Loveliwe

Lovelace never met her younger half-sister, Allegra Byron,
.dnughmr of Lord Byron and Claire Clairmant, whao thed at the age of five 1_|1 1822 L 1:I.n.'.u: did have
somu contact with Elizabeth Medora Leigh, the daughter of Byron's hall-sister Augusti Leizh.
However, Augusta purposely avoided Lovelace as much as possible when she was soon iniroduced
St Conrt ' By 1834, Loveluce was a regular at Court and staried altending various evenis. She
ditnced aften and was able 1o chaym many people and was descrnibed by most people as being canty.
f.-.lﬂ.v.r.g.:#ur..lnhn Hobhouse, Lord Byron's friend, was the exception and he deseribed her as " Targe
conrse~skinned young woman but with semething of my friend’s features, particularly the mauth”
T This description followed their meeting on 24 February I_H-’nrt in which Lovelace made it clear to
Hibhouse that she did not like him, which was E1|‘nh;‘1l‘|-|_':. the influence ol her mother thil [dll_:_'III het
to dislike a1l of her Bither's friends; this impression ol each other was not 1o lust, andd they later would

become friends.! =]

Lavelaee's interest in mathematics dominuted her life even alter her marringe. Her obsession with
rooting out any of the insanity of which she uccuscd Lord Byron was one of the w;mjm*- thil III-.'I
I_I'Iﬂ'ihu‘,*-? taught Lovelace muthematics al an early age. Lovelace was privately imm-:-‘:»l, Imnl-:n.l. A
miithematics and seience by William Frend, Willinm King and Mary Somer ille 1131, One of her later
tutorswas Augusius De Morgan.

Career

On 8 July 1835 she married William King, 8th Baron king, later 1s E.“ rlof Lovelace -I|“ .l Hw'-]l: !-i.-rl
full title for most of her narried life was "The Right Honvumble the Countess ol Lovi L.H. 2 C

rmmﬂuncc :wnh i large estute al Ockham Park, Surrey, along with another estite and i ln.“:in;. o
London, They had three children: Byron horm 12 May 1 %36, Anne Isabelia E-.;_.'1Jtlm| ,-‘|.|11Ir.|l.‘.t Iall- -:ll'-“
Lady Anne Blunt) born 22 September 1537 and Rulph Gordon t.a.ur_u 2 tFnh' 53 5 I_IHHH-‘ lile Tllllh 7
the birth of Annabelln. Lovelce t..,;[,uriﬂllcull "y tedious and suffering illness which took maonihs i

oure” 1121

| Ul | - WO

She knew Mary Somerville, noted researches andl scientitie suthor of the: 19th U,mur}';:- I; i
. gl anceswere Sir L

mtroduced her in turn o Charles Babbiage on § June 1833, Other scquainiances etk

Brewster. Charles Wheatstone, Charles Dickens and Michael Faraday.
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